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Catfish Connections
	 Happy February 
everyone! A new f ishing 
year is upon us and we 
face several chal lenges, 
one being how we can 
deal with invasive species 
in our waterways. This is 
becoming an al l-out survival 
war and we need to become 
involved. 
	 Several invasive f ish 
(Asian Carp for example) are 
causing major spawning and 
populat ion disruptions along our major r ivers, even 
to the point of overcrowding our catf ish populat ions 
and the avai labi l i ty of food. The Mississippi,  Ohio 
and now the Tennessee r ivers among countless 
others are being over taken by Asian Carp. 
	 Serious control efforts are being attempted by 
our f ish biologists, the Corp of Engineers, etc. to 
f ind ways that we may control the prol i f ic breading 
by these f ish. The answers are not easy ones. 
Harvesting seems to be one way but, there must 
be a prof i table market in which to sel l  them. There 
is a market in Asia with numerous consumers 
wil l ing to purchase them but, trade imbalances 
have not al lowed for a prof i table market. Hopeful ly, 
our nation’s leaders can help balance this market 
and al low for commercial f ishing of these invasive 
species. 
	 I  have heard of f ishermen harvesting them for 
fert i l iz ing top soi l  in farming f ields, nett ing to feed 
the hungry, and numerous other methods. Al l  these 
methods wil l  help but, must be sustained to make a 
major impact. 
	 I  highly recommend that al l  f isherman unite 
and reach out to our legislators both at the local 
and national levels to highl ight the issue and 
keep pushing for control of this epidemic. We at 
Catf ishNow wil l  do our part to bring this problem to 
the forefront.

God Bless,

Dan Dannenmueller, Publisher
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The bite may be better than you imagined, even on the coldest days.

	 I have a clear memory of the first 
time I fished for catfish in winter. 
	 I was about 12 or 13 years old and 
going a bit stir crazy after being cooped 
up in the house for most of Christmas 
break. An unusually heavy snowstorm 
in Arkansas had made it difficult to do 
much outdoors besides build a snowman 
or make snow cream.
	 One of my wise old uncles 
suggested a good way to burn off some 
of my youthful energy: go fishing in a 
pond on his rural farm, just a two-mile 

walk from my home.
	 “Lots of folks don’t know it,” he said, 
“but this is one of the best times of year 
to catch a mess of nice channel cats 
or bullheads. Take some chicken liver 
for bait, cast your rig into the deepest 
water along the levee and then hold on 

Bullheads, like channel cats, often are stocked 
in ponds and provide great winter action for 

the catfish fan.

by Keith “Catfish” Sutton



t ight to your rod and reel. If you hit the 
right spot in that deep water, you’ll get 
a bite almost immediately. And where 
you catch one cat, there will usually 
be a dozen or more stacked up like 
cordwood. Go try it and see.”
	 I didn’t have to be told twice. I 
put on some heavy coveralls, a wool 
toboggan and some gloves. Then I 
grabbed a rod and reel from the shed 

and a box of chicken livers from my 
grandmother ’s refrigerator. After a short 
hike, I found myself standing in snow 
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WINTER CHANNEL CATS AND BULLHEADS

Fish a farm pond in winter? For catfish? Some 
might think it futile, but author Keith Sutton 
shows the result of a few minutes fishing on a 

cold winter day.



6 Catfish NOW February 2018

on the bank of my uncle’s pond, casting 
to the big cats that lurked therein, but 
never really expecting to catch one.
	 To my surprise, my uncle hadn’t 
embellished his story like he often did. I 
baited my hook with big bloody chunk of 
l iver, cast it into deep water by the dam 
and, before it hit bottom, a channel cat 
grabbed it and made a strong run. I set 
the hook hard with an upward sweep of 
the rod and soon pulled the croaking 
channel cat—a fat 5-pounder—up on 
the bank.

	 For the next two hours (before I got 
too cold and my teeth started chattering), 
I hauled in one catfish after another. I’d 
caught plenty of cats before, including 
quite a few big ones, but never as many 
as I caught that afternoon. During my 
short time fishing, I strung up a total of 
20 channel cats and bullheads I proudly 
showed my uncle upon returning to 
town.

A Holiday Tradition
	 I didn’t know it then but that winter 
pond-fishing excursion would be the 
start of a fun tradition for me and my 
fishing buddy Alex Hinson. We had 
just finished a morning rabbit hunt on 
property owned by Alex’s neighbor, and 
as we walked past the neighbor ’s farm 
pond on the way back to Alex’s house, 
Alex told me his friend had allowed him 
to stock some catfish in the pond.
	 “They’ve been in there three or 
four years now,” he said, “and some 
of them are getting pretty big on the 
catfish chow I’ve been feeding them. 
When spring rolls around, let’s see if 
we can catch some.”
	 “Heck, let’s don’t wait ti l l spring,” I 
said. “Let’s go buy some bait and try to 

catch some this afternoon.”
	 And so, within the hour, we found 
ourselves sitting in a johnboat over a 
deep hole in the pond, dropping liver-
baited hooks into the murky depths. 
Before each bait touched down, a sassy 
channel cat or bullhead would have it. 
Alex caught a 5-pound channel cat, 
then its twin. I caught several over 3, 
plus a 2-pound yellow bullhead. Fifteen 
cats fell prey to our tactics.
	 Every year since then, during the 
Christmas or President’s Day holidays, 
we’ve made it a point to catch a few 
more of those good-eating winter cats. 
And it’s rare we don’t land a dozen or 
more on each of those trips.

Active Winter Feeding
	 Many novice anglers stil l labor 
under the false impression that catfish 
don’t bite in winter. That’s not true. Take 
channel cats and bullheads, for instance. 
The experiences I outlined above show 
the exciting potential for catching these 
fighters during cold months. Even 
more amazing is the fact that both 
species are now common targets for ice 
fishermen in northern states. Despite 
popular misconceptions, they don’t l ie 
in the mud and sulk when it’s cold. They 
actively hunt food and bite readily even 
when lakes and rivers are frozen.

Pond Pointers
	 If it ’s eating-size cats you’re after, 
head straight for the nearest farm pond. 
Many are stocked with channel cats and/
or bullheads, and despite what you may 
have thought, winter is the best season 
for catching them in these environs. 
You can expect good action December 
through February, in the far North, in 
the Deep South, and all points between. 

Fresh bloody chicken liver attracts cold-water 
channel cats and bullheads better than almost 

any bait.

“If it’s eating-size cats you’re 
after, head straight for the 

nearest farm pond.”

WINTER CHANNEL CATS AND BULLHEADS
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WINTER CHANNEL CATS AND BULLHEADS
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Expect the best pond catfishing, 
however, when the water temperature 
is between 40 and 55 degrees.
	 Start by asking the pond owner to 
point out the deepest hole in the pond. 
During cold weather, that’s where most 
cats in the pond will congregate.
	 Fish from a boat if you can, 
lowering a bait straight down into the 
hole. My typical rig consists of a 5/0 
Daiichi octopus hook, with a couple 
of split shot crimped on the line a foot 
above. When it reaches the bottom, I 
turn the reel handle a few cranks so the 
bait is a foot or so above the substrate 
where cats can better detect it. When 
bank fishing, I use a 1-ounce Rubbercor 
sinker instead of split shot and add a 
small cigar-shaped crappie cork on the 
line between the hook and sinker to 
float the bait just off the bottom.
	 In my experience, fresh chicken 
liver is hard to beat for bait. Cats quickly 
zero in on the scent and taste of poultry 
blood dissolving from the tissue. Some 
anglers prefer frozen livers, because 
they stay on the hook better, but fresh 
liver has more cat-attracting qualities. 
I weave my hook through each piece of 
l iver several times, then put my reel in 
freespool and let the bait sink straight 
to the bottom. When bank fishing, a 
gentle lob keeps the liver from flying off 
on most casts.
	 Don’t sit in one spot too long. If a 
cat is nearby, you’ll have a bite before 
15 minutes passes. If you don’t, move a 
short distance and try again. 
	 If luck is with you and the catfish 
are biting, the action may end abruptly 
after you’ve caught a few fish. Once 
again, it ’s time to move and try another 
location.
	 When you’re fishing for cats in 
winter, it pays to keep moving anyway, 
just so you can keep warm. This is not 
a sport for anglers who detest the cold. 
You’ll get chilly out there, even when 
you’re wearing the proper clothing. Your 
teeth will chatter, and your hands and 

feet will feel l ike popsicles.
	 Nice thing is, when the cats start 
biting, that frigid feeling disappears. 
Nothing in the world warms you quicker 
than battling a rod-bending cat.

- Keith “Catfish” Sutton

WINTER CHANNEL CATS AND BULLHEADS

Blues & Flatheads?

	 Will other catfish species bite in 
winter? Yes. Like channel cats and 
bullheads, blue catfish also remain active 
this season. Most follow schools of shad 
and herring, their favorite foods, so they 
can be tough to pinpoint in their river and 
lake homes. But peg a school this season, 
and you can enjoy fish-a-minute fun that 
may produce some giants.
	 Flatheads seldom fall to winter 
anglers in cold latitudes. Frigid water slows 
their motors to a purr, and studies indicate 
little winter feeding.

IF YOU’RE NOT USING DRIFTMASTER...
    GOOD LUCK!

.COM

ROD HOLDERS & 
TROLLING SYSTEMS

BLACK RIVER TOOLS, INC.   803-473-4927

MADE IN USA
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- Keith “Catfish” Sutton

B’n’M How To:
Learning to Bump
with Roy Harkness

HOW TO?
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	 One of the common elements of catfish rigs 
are sinkers. They come in all shapes and sizes, and 
can be a problem swinging and bouncing around 
in a boat. They can be a hazard to anglers and 
equipment as well. Heavy weights are capable of 
damaging rods and chipping gelcoat, to say nothing 
about human injury if you get whacked. 
	 Capt. Brian Barton has a quick and effective 
way to immobilize the swinging culprits and prevent 
potential damage. His solution allows anglers to 
leave weighted rigs intact while moving from fishing spot to fishing spot. 
	 “I use a simple hair clip,” instructed Barton. “They are readily available at Wal-Mart 
or similar stores. When opened with a simple squeeze of the fingers the clips fit easily 
around the weights and the rod to secure them from bouncing while you are on plane 
and moving. When I get to my new spot, they come off as easily as they went on, and I 
am ready to fish without having to reattach the weights. Just bait up and toss em’ out.” 

Catfish Basics #033

CATFISH BASICS

Sinker Safety - Brian Barton
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	 Some people say fishing is fishing 
and that’s all there is to it. Not Lyle 
Stokes. The popular host of the Catfish 
Weekly Online TV show sees a lot more 
to catfishing than just the fishing. He is 
also proprietor and crafter of Blackhorse 
Custom Rods and founder of the 
Catfish Weekly National Championship 
Tournament. 
	 Catfish Weekly (www.catfishweekly.
com) allows him to stay connected with 
the catfish community every Monday night 
as he and his co-host, Doc Lange, talk 
catfishing with anyone that will listen. The 
show touches on everything from current 
events, techniques and methods, to hot 
topics in catfish conservation.
	 Stokes credits his brother Mark for 
the passion he has for catfishing. Mark 
was there for him at a formative time in 
his life.
	 “I guess my passion for catfishing 
came from my brother Mark,” offered 
Stokes. “When I was very young, my dad 
was very sick for several years. That is 
where Mark came in. Being the brother 
that he is, he took me racing with him, 
taught me to shoot a gun, helped me build 
model cars and all the stuff kids do. He 
also took me fishing. He took me fishing 
a lot!”
	 “When Mark took me fishing he 
made sure I learned to fish the correct 
way,” said Stokes. “He taught me anything 
worth doing was worth doing right and 

that fishing was no different. He taught 
me that If you wanted to catch fish, get 
the best equipment you could afford, and 
use the best bait you could get.”
	  “My buddies and I used to ride 
bicycles and take rods and tackle to farm 
ponds when we were 8- or 10-years-
old,” recalled Stokes. “I remember fishing 
the Mississippi River with my brother 
in a small Elgen V-bottom boat with a 
25-horse motor on it. We would go out 
below Clarksville dam with Mark’s father-
in-law.”
	 “We lived 11 miles from the greatest 
fishery in the world,” said Stokes. “The 

by Ron Presley 

Tournament catfishing is where it’s at

“Isn’t that the way life is 
supposed to work?”

Lyle played the role of net boy when Cindy 
stuck this pig in a Twisted Cat Outdoors 

tournament. 
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Mighty Mississippi River is where I cut 
my teeth. In those days there wasn’t any 
depth finders. You learned to read the river 
and figured out how to fish it by spending 
time on the water.”
	 “One of my fondest memories was 
pond fishing with my dad right before he 
passed. I was only 15. His health was so 
bad, we would drive up to the ponds so 
he could be close and fish. You cannot 
forget memory’s like that.”

Tournament Time
	 Stokes spent some time fishing bass 
and crappie tournaments, but always 
went back to catfishing. Now, tournament 
catfishing in the Stokes clan is a family 
affair. When you see Lyle, you are likely 
to see his wife, Cindy, too.
	 “Although I love fun fishing at the 
lake, tournament catfishing is what I love 
to do,” declared Stokes. “I’m not sure, 
but it may be seeing everyone, or just the 
competition that drives me, but I love it!”
“As I grew older and graduated to the 
tournament scene, Jeff Dodd soon 
became my hero,” recalled Stokes. “Jeff 
is an outstanding fisherman and super 
great guy to be around. You just can’t 
beat being in a boat with Big Daddy.”
	 Stokes also named Jason Mathenia, 
Harold Dodd, Jason Jackson, Justin 
Wolfe, Daryl and Jason Masingale, as cat 
men that he holds in high respect.
	 “And of course, Bill Dance,” added 
Stokes. “I consider these fishermen the 
cream of the sport. “Not that there aren’t 
others, but these guys touch my heart and 
conduct themselves in a way that makes 
me proud to call them my friends.”
	 “I started fishing tournaments more 
than 25 years ago,” offered Stokes. 
“We would go to small throw together 
tournaments and fish for channel cats. 
We also fished the US Cats series when 
we could find them. Before the internet, 
information for big tournaments was 
somewhat hard to come by and a lot of 
times when you found about them, they 
were already over.”
	 “There is nothing like catching a big 

ole flathead or blue in heavy current,” 
continued Stokes. “You can’t match that 
thrill with little fish. I enjoy catfishing 
because it is what I know how to do and 
I have had some success. My biggest 
channel cat was a 29.9-pound specimen 
that I consider one the best catches ever. 
But a 67-pound plus flathead, out of the 
Mississippi, is a memory I share with 
Cindy, along with a 60-pound plus blue 
cat. I guess that has a lot to do with why 
I catfish. I get to be net boy for her, and 
she nets mine. We are a team, and fishing 
together is what we do.”
	 “At 60 years old I am hoping for 5 to 
10 more years in the tournament world,” 
said Stokes. “I would like to see one of 
our sons be able to fish tournaments with 
us as their family obligations allow. If they 
could fish with us it would make us able to 
fish tournaments longer, along with doing 
the other stuff we do, for an extended 
amount of time.”
	 “We have a great bunch of younger 
guys coming up that I would feel 
comfortable fishing with,” said Stokes. 
“Jason Burgus is one for sure. We have 
fished with Jason and he is not only a 

CATFISH PROFILES IN PASSION - Lyle Stokes 

Lyle and Doc travel widely to bring Catfish 
Weekly to their viewers. They are shown 
here interviewing cat man Larry Muse during 
the Mississippi River Monsters tournament 

in Memphis. 
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CATFISH PROFILES IN PASSION - Lyle Stokes

great fisherman, he is a blast to fish with. 
There are others also. You cannot replace 
youth, damn shame!”
	 Stokes expects he and Cindy will be 
fishing tournaments as long as they feel 
they can compete or can’t operate a boat 
safely.
	 “When I can’t get to, or find a bank, 
to fish from, then and only then will I even 
consider stopping,” joked Stokes. “When 
you have been catfishing for 50+ years 
it is no longer a hobby, it is a way of life. 
I am very lucky to share my passion for 
catfishing with Cindy. She is the force 
that keeps us going. The lady can fish, 
operate a boat, read a depth finder, and 
back a trailer in the water. It doesn’t get a 
lot better than that.” 

Remembering the Good Times and the 
Bad
	 Stokes identifies his best day on the 
water as a tournament a couple years 
ago. He and Cindy had prefished, in North 
Missouri, on the Mississippi River. They 
found three spots along a bank that was 
holding fish. On tournament morning they 
got outrun by two boats heading for the 
same bank.
	 “We took the middle spot,” recalled 
Stokes. “It was the only one that was left. 
We cast our baits to set up. Jason Burgus, 
Amy Smith and Troy Hansen came by us 
pulling baits and BOOM, Cindy Stuck a 
pig. We all had a blast while she landed 
the fish with their boat right beside us. All 
five of us was hootin’ and a hollerin’. Our 
limit, and that fish, won us 1st place and 
big fish in the tournament.” 
	 “Another great time was last year at 
Mississippi River Monsters while we were 
prefishing. Doc Lange, Cindy and I was 
doing some drifting. Just like in Missouri, 
Cindy stuck another pig. As she was 
reeling it in, alongside our boat pulled up 
Jeff Dodd, Bill Dance, and Jon Warden. 
It don’t get much better than that. The 
lesson from these experiences is that you 
don’t always have to be the one catching 
the fish, sometimes being there is just as 

good.”
	 Any catfish angler knows that all 
the trips can’t be great, and some are 
worse than others. Stokes remembers 
one particularly tough trip to Alabama and 
Winter Blues on Wheeler.
	 “I guess the worse day I can remember 
was at the first Winter Blues on Wheeler, 
recalled Stokes. “As we launched the boat 
I hit the key and broke it off in the switch. 
There I was, floating away with no way 
to start the engine. A friendly fisherman 
helped me get to the bank and another 
guy loaned me a multitool that had a blade 
just thin enough to slide in beside the key 
so I could operate the switch.”
	 “After launching the boat a monsoon 
set in and I didn’t get the makeshift key 
shut all the way off. It was raining so hard 
we didn’t move for a few hours and the 
starting battery drained. So, there I was, in 
the pouring rain, switching batteries from 
front to back and back to front. Things 
went downhill from there. Everywhere we 
went, the fish we had found earlier in the 
week had moved.”
	 “We didn’t weigh any fish. And, I 
am not putting anyone on when I say, not 
weighing any fish at one of the biggest 

No Give

	 Missourian Scott Sanders was an 
avid cat man and supporter of catfish 
conservation. He was killed in a freak 
accident in the summer of 2017. He was 
memorialized, along with Paul Strouth, 
who passed in 2016, as partners in Boat 
#1 at the recent Winter Blues on Wheeler 
catfish tournament. 
	 His passion for catfishing was great. 
Scott’s motto was “No Give.” It is used 
by various cat men and women today 
to represent a behavior of never giving 
in to adversity. This is what Lyle Stokes 
was referring to in the story when he 
talked about the importance of catfish 
conservation. 
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tournaments of the year is one of the worst 
feelings there is. Definitely something I 
hope never happens again.”

Catfish Conservation
	 No one will be surprised by Stokes’ 
philosophy on conservation because he 
has espoused it for years ─ anytime he 
had a chance. It includes education and 
collaboration. 
	 “My outlook on catfish conservation 
is simple,” stated Stokes. “We as 
fishermen, and fisherwomen, need to pull 
together and work with each other to get 
useful regulations put into effect. I know 
how hard that is to do, but we can do it.”
	 “We need an organization that will 
pull us all together and fight for common 
ground that helps each other, in every 
state in the union. Bickering amongst 
ourselves is part of the problem. If we 
can’t come together and work together 
we will fail. And, failure is something I 
do not understand. We must preserve 

our resource so that our children, 
grandchildren and their grandchildren 
can enjoy the sport we all love so much.”
	 “If we can get people working together 
to preserve the large breeding fish, catfish 
can have a huge comeback,” continued 
Stokes. “We have the knowledge, but 
we need to stick together and make it 
happen. We need to keep pounding the 
conservation agencies in every state with 
letters and emails, attending meetings, 
and voicing our opinions. In the words 
of Scott Sanders it’s ‘NO GIVE’ when it 
comes to conservation.”

Living the Dream
	 With a long history of tournament 
catfishing, including directing them, 

CATFISH PROFILES IN PASSION - Lyle Stokes 

Cindy lines up guests for Catfish Weekly at 
their remote broadcasts. Cindy and Lyle are 
shown here with Bill Dance at Mississippi 

River Monsters in Memphis. 
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Stokes has a true love for the sport. He 
has revealed that love by creating Catfish 
Weekly, building custom catfish rods, and 
sharing information any way he can. 
	 “Fishing is what Cindy and I do,” 

declared Stokes. “We are either out fun 
fishing, on the road to a tournament 
somewhere, or shooting videos. We so 
enjoy fishing the tournament trails; seeing 
people we only see a couple of time a year; 
standing outside the motel room, showing 
people rigs we use; showing them rods; 
and explaining why we use certain things 
and do things a certain way.”
	 “We also love to promote our 
sponsors,” continued Stokes. “We are 
very lucky to have some of the greatest 
sponsors in the business.”
	 Anyone that knows Stokes would 
agree that he would go out of his way 
to help someone learn about catfishing. 
They also agree that once you know him 
you have a friend for life.
	 “I would like to be remembered 
as a friend to all,” said Stokes. “As fair 
and honest, someone that people aren’t 
ashamed to be around and are proud to 
call me their friend.” 
	 “Since I have been building rods 
for over 40 years now, I would hope 
somewhere along the line someone would 
say, ‘Look what I have here. My buddy 
Lyle built this for me. It’s as good a rod 
as he was friend.’ But most of all, I hope 
I am thought of as someone that helped 
people learn to fish while promoting the 
conservation aspect of the sport. And if 
just one person ever said, ‘It was guys 
like this guy that made our sport what it 
is today,’ I would know my fishing career 
would be complete.”
	 “My passion for the sport is helping 
others catch more fish,” concluded 
Stokes. “I believe if you help someone 
now, they will share their knowledge with 
someone in the future. Isn’t that the way 
life is supposed to work?” 

CATFISH PROFILES IN PASSION - Lyle Stokes

- Ron Presley

Blackhorse Custom Rods/Catfish Weekly

	 Catfish rod building started out as a 
hobby for Lyle Stokes. As a catfish angler 
he couldn’t buy a rod that did what he 
wanted it to do. So, as a solution oriented 
catfish angler, he reached out to a local 
rod builder.
	 “I found the premier rod builder in 
our area and had him build a rod for me,” 
recalled Stokes. “I liked it and ask him to 
build me another one. He was too busy, 
so he ordered in all the stuff and guided 
me thru my first build.”
	 Stokes discovered that he had a 
natural talent for building rods. What 
started as a hobby turned into a business.
	 “I started making my own rods,” 
stated Stokes. “Then I started making 
them for friends and relatives. The next 
thing I knew I was working all day and 
building rods till’ the wee hours of the 
morning on the kitchen table.” 
	 In 2017 Stokes found his orders for 
custom rods hovering around 100. In an 
effort to balance his time, and spend more 
time with Catfish Weekly, he stopped 
posting photos and advertising. 
	 “I wanted to spend more time doing 
Catfish Weekly,” said Stokes. “Catfish 
Weekly is the most fun thing, next to 
catfishing, I know of. The show started 
out taking about a half a day a week to do 
everything. Now it is a 5 day a week job 
and we have big things in the works for it. 
As long as people like what we do I will 
continue doing the show. Same with rods, 
but at some point, this old man is going to 
have to slow down on something.” 
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CFN How To:
Cold Weather Line Choice

with Kevin Couick
Fish Hunter Guide Service

HOW TO?
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	 I  feel it is everyone’s responsibility to 
protect the resources and environment to 
the best of their ability. Natural resources, 
such as fish and game, are totally 
dependent on the rules and regulations 
that are applied to them. It is up to us, as 
sportsmen and sportswomen, to protect, 

by Jason Masingale 

Trophy Catfish for the Future

The Importance of Conservation

Jason assists his brother Daryl putting a 
big blue in the tub at 2017 Mississippi River 
Monsters in Memphis. They where repeat 
champs after winning MRM in 2016 and 2017. 
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maintain, and improve these 
resources. 
	 I have seen pictures on 
Facebook of harvested fish 
that make me curious. Then, 
I hear different opinions 
related to catching big catfish 
and removing them from their 
natural waters. If the fish 
were caught legally, then the 
fisherman or fishermen had 
every right to do what they 
did, and I am not condemning 
them for that. 
	 What I want fishermen 
to understand is the effect 
on the fishery of taking these 
big fish out of the breeding 
pool. Think of it in terms of 
conservation. 
	 A large fish is a far more 
successful breeder than a 
smaller fish. Because of their 
larger size, they can survive 
the stresses of spawning and 
are better adapted to defend 
the nest against larger 
predators. 
	 Let’s do a little math. A 
female blue catfish will lay 
about 10,000 eggs, and of 
those eggs, after hatching 
less than 0.1% (10 fish or 
1 in 1,000) will survive and 
reach full maturity. If 1,000 
catfish are harvested from 
their natural habitat, and half 
are females, that means that 
because they are no longer 
available to spawn, there are 
potentially 30 fewer fish of 
this size to catch in the future! 
	 I understand that there 
are other factors that could 
influence these figures, but it 
does give an idea of the effect 
that removing these fish from 
their native waters does.
	 Removal of trophy fish 
from their native waters, for 

commercial reasons, has a 
direct impact on future fish 
populations for that body of 
water. These larger fish have 
proven genetics to show the 
size that they can achieve. It 
is unfortunate that by placing 
these fish in pay lakes they 
will never be able to spawn 
and have the fry survive to 
reach their potential.  
	 Trophy catfish are not 
a renewable and unlimited 
resource and harvest 
without regulation will have 
a detrimental impact on the 
fisheries they were removed 
from.
	 We are all keepers of 
our natural resources, and 
it is the responsibility of 
each and every one of us 
to ensure that we protect 
these natural resources. If 
you want to keep fish to eat, 
keep those smaller fish, the 
10-pound and less size fish. 
They are plentiful and easy 
to catch. Remember, there is 
a 99.9% chance that they are 
not going to make it to their 
maximum potential anyways. 
Remember the 1 in 1000 
odds.
	 It’s not too late. We 
still have the opportunity 
to protect the waters that 
produce trophy fish. We can 
improve those waters that 
have suffered from over 
harvest. 

Trophy Catfish for the Future

CATFISH CONSERVATION

“The key to ensuring 
a healthy population 
of fish for future 
generations is through 

education.” 
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	 The key to ensuring a healthy 
population of fish for future generations is 
through education. These fish are not an 
unlimited resource, and over harvesting 
of these large breeder fish will result in 
lower numbers for future generations to 
enjoy! Pass the word on. Not everyone 
will agree, but we can make them aware 
of the impact on the fishery, and that is a 
start!

CATFISH CONSERVATION

- Jason Masingale 

Jason Masingale has been tournament 
fishing with his brother Daryl for more than 12 
years. They recognize that catfishing is not 
like it used to be and more anglers need to 

play a role in conserving what we have.
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Precision Anchoring:
	 Precision anchoring is the process of 
marking a big fish or structure on your graph 
and then using your GPS to set up on it. You can 
get above the mark at a certain casting distance 
and precisely place baits around the area you 
are targeting.

CatfishSpeak - The Language of Catfishing
	 Like any other sport, catfishing has a verbiage of its own. From 
catfish slang to useful phrases, catfish anglers communicate in a 
special language. CatfishNow plans to keep you up to date with this 
angler blending of the English language and catfish jargon that we will 
call CatfishSpeak. Send us your favorite. 

CATFISH SPEAK

Chuck Davidson
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	 Catfish favor the bottom. It’s that 
simple. Exceptions exist, of course. For 
example, blue cats sometimes suspend 
below schools of open-water baitfish. 
Most catfish life occurs near the bottom, 
though, so the typical catfish angler 
doesn’t give floats (bobbers, if you 
prefer) much thought. That said, in some 
situations, util izing the right float can 
significantly improve your opportunity 
to present a bait where it needs to be.

	 We’ve chosen a few specific 
applications of floats for catfishing, with 
each quite different from the others. 

Reelfoot Lake is loaded with wood – some 
visible, but much hidden – and its catfish 
make heavy use of the woody cover. A float 
is valuable for presenting baits close to the 

cats while staying out of the cover.

by Steven Johnson

Strategies for utilizing floats to improve presentations and 
catch more catfish
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Consider, of course, if any fit the ways 
you prefer to fish. Don’t stop there, 
though. Also consider the thought 
process behind each application and 
whether there are other situations 
where using a float could similarly help 
you present offerings more efficiently.

Timber Dangling
	 “The bottom is covered with stumps 
and downed trees,” Billy Blakley said as 
an explanation of why a float is always 
part of his catfishing rig at Reelfoot 
Lake. Blakley, who is the head guide at 
Blue Bank Resort (bluebankresort.com), 
has fished Tennessee’s “earthquake 
lake” all his life, so he knows what it 
takes to effectively present offerings to 
Reelfoot’s plentiful cats.
	 Blakley fishes two main types of 
area for Reelfoot channel catfish: stump 
flats that are littered with downed trees 
and live cypress stands. In both cases, 
he needs his bait (usually a nightcrawler) 
close to the snaggy bottom, where the 
catfish reside, but not on it. Without a 
float, he’d spend more time retying than 
fishing and would rarely keep a bait in 
place long enough for a cat to find it 
before hanging in the wood.
	 Blakley uses slip corks because 
he typically wants his bait suspended 3 
to 6 feet deep, and a slip-float rig is far 
easier to cast than a spring float set for 
that depth range. Thill Crappie Corks 
work well for this task because each 
is rated for the weight it is designed 
to suspend, with the rating printed on 
every float, so it’s easy to grab the right 
float based on the amount of weight 

needed to keep your offering in place.
Blakley slides a knot-style bobber stop 
on the line first, and then the float, and 
then completes his rig with one or two 
large split shot and hook. With that rig 
he can control the depth of his offering 
simply by sliding the stopper up and 
down the line.
	 “If you aren’t getting bit, try fishing 
a litt le bit deeper,” Blakley said. “If you 
keep getting hung, you might need to 
go a litt le shallower.”
	 When the cats nibble and the 

FLOATS FOR CATFISH

Veteran Reelfoot Lake guide Billy Blakley 
favors a slip cork, such as a Thill Crappie 
Cork, for catfishing because it allows him 
to cast effectively and to adjust his depth as 
needed to put baits close to the fish but out 

of trouble.

“Without a float, he’d spend 
more time retying than fishing 
and would rarely keep a bait 
in place long enough for a cat 
to find it before hanging in the 

wood.”
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float just dances a bit, Blakley remains 
patient. When the float shoots under, 
though, he usually sets the hook quickly 
and starts reeling to keep the fish from 
digging into the cover.

Drift Lift
	 As odd as it might sound, veteran 
anglers on South Carolina’s Santee 
Cooper Lakes virtually always use a 
float on each line when they drift and 
drag bait rigs along the bottom, often 
20 to 40 feet beneath the surface.
	 “You want your rig on the bottom, 
but you want the hook itself off the 
bottom because there are a lot of snags 
down there,” explained Kevin Davis, 
owner and operator of Black’s Camp 
(blackscamp.com) on Lake Moultrie and 
a veteran Santee Cooper guide.
	 Beyond sparing countless snags, 
elevating that bait just a foot or two off 
the bottom creates a bit more visibil ity 

and puts the bait at eye level to the most 
active cats. It also allows more scent 
to dissipate so catfish can follow their 
whiskers to the source of the aroma.
	 Santee Cooper catfishermen find 
blue cats in the open waters of 60,000-
acre Lake Moultrie by making long drifts 
that cross ditches and channels and go 
up gentle slope and down into valleys. 
They put out a lot of l ine to keep the 
rig dragging smoothly, following the 
bottom’s contours. The float, which 
is normally a simple cork cigar float, 
is strung onto the leader between the 
weight and the hook and pegged a foot 

FLOATS FOR CATFISH

A pole float allows you to suspend a weighted 
offering off the bottom at any depth without 
having a boat positioned directly over a 
fishing spot and can be very valuable for 

flathead fishing.
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FLOATS FOR CATFISH

Simple cigar floats are standard fare for drifting 
rigs commonly used on the Santee Cooper lakes 
because they keep baits from dragging bottom and 

hooks from getting hung.
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or so from baited hook. The weight must 
be heavy enough to drag bottom, even 
with the float on the line.
	 The strategies and full set-up for 
Santee-style drifting are too much to 
properly tackle here. However, a float 
strung onto the leader is a critical 
element for presenting baits effectively 
and catching catfish with this technique. 
The same type of float has similar virtues 
for bottom bumping in craggy tailwaters 
and for various other situations that 
involve dragging a rig across the bottom. 

Flathead Presentations
	 Flathead catfish typically prefer 
offerings suspended a foot or two off 
the bottom over those lying flat on the 
bottom. Sometimes you can suspend 
a big bait simply positioning the boat 
directly over the fish and using a 
weighted down-line. At times, though, 
setting up atop the cats won’t work 
because a likelihood of spooking fish 
or current and cover that make it tough 
to position a boat properly. That’s when 
a pole float comes into play. The same 
pole floats also work well for shore 
fishing for flatheads and for suspending 
baits both above and below a dropoff. 
By positioning a boat over the deep side 
of a drop, you can fish down lines below 
the boat and cast l ines rigged with pole 
floats over the top of the drop.
	 Pole floats are large pole-shaped 
slip floats, normally 6- to 12 inches 
in length, that are designed to hold 
up a lot of weight. They sit upright 
in the water, offering high visibil ity, 
and aren’t affected by normal tugs of 
baitfish. When a pole float darts out 
of sight, good things are happening at 
the business end. Some pole floats are 
end-weighted, enhancing castabality. 
Some, like the Little Joe Nite Brite Pole 
Float, are lit at the top end for visibil ity 
at night.
	 A pole float is sort of l ike a walleye 
fisherman’s slip cork rig on steroids. 

Rigging begins with a bobber stop and 
the float itself rigged on the main line. 
Next comes an egg sinker, which could 
range from ¼-ounce to a few ounces, 
depending on water depth and current, 
a bead to protect the knot and a heavy 
barrel swivel. A heavy leader of 15 to 
18 inches and a stout hook that’s large 
enough match whatever kind of l ive bait 
you plan to use complete the rig.
	 You do have to know the 
approximate depth of where you want 
to place your offering in order to set the 
bobber stop so it will suspend the bait a 
couple of feet off the bottom. Once the 
depth is set, simply cast to where you 
want your bait suspended. If there’s 
current or significant wind you need to 
be upstream of the position where you 
want to place your bait. In fact, given 
the somewhat cumbersome nature of 
a rig that includes a pole float, a big 
weight and a big bait, allowing the rig to 
drift into place is sometimes easier than 
casting.
	 Once the rig is place, it’s just l ike 
watching a bobber for bluegill, except 
that when the float darts out of sight, 
the fish at the other end might weigh 50 
pounds!

FLOATS FOR CATFISH

- Steven Johnson

CATFISH BASICS
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- Steven Johnson

	 For catfish anglers that want their sonar to 
operate at top efficiency try this tip from Chris 
Souders, two-time Cabela’s King Kat AOY. He 
believes that it is in the cockpit, with the sonar, 
that the magic happens. He wants the clearest 
picture he can get to help determine his next 
fishing location. 
	 Souder’s secret is to use a dedicate battery 
for sonar units. He uses a Humminbird Helix and 
a Lowrance. The two units are hooked directly 
to a battery exclusively used for that purpose. 
No other accessories are powered off of that battery. 
	 According to Souders, straight power from a battery to the sonar will give 
you zero interference. You will get the clearest picture possible and it should 
help put more catfish in the boat. 

Catfish Basics #034

CATFISH BASICS

Sonar Efficiency - Chris Souders 
Slunger Cat Outdoors

CATFISH BASICS
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	 J oe Jel l ison is a self-described 
husband, father, teacher, coach, and 
f ishing freak. The emphasis is on family 
f i rst,  occupation second, and f ishing 

third. Nevertheless, f ishing plays an 
important role in al l  his act ivi t ies. 
	 As proprietor and creator of Chatt 
Cat Fishing on YouTube, Jel l ison uses 
his channel to teach other anglers 

by Ron Presley  

Creating anglers for the future
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FISH TO LEARN, FISH FOR LIFE
about catf ishing. For about the last 
year he has carr ied his passion for 
catf ishing to the classroom through an 
idea he picked up from another teacher/
f ishing guide in the Chattanooga, TN 
area.
	 “I  saw my fr iend, Sam Simons, a 
guide with Scenic City Fishing Charters, 
taking his elementary students f ishing,” 
recal led Jel l ison. “He has been doing 
i t  for several years. I  thought i t  was a 
great idea to reward students with a 
f ishing tr ip as well ,  so I started doing 
i t  with my high school students.”
	 Jel l ison’s motto is, Fish to Learn, 
Fish for Life. He wants his viewers 
and his students to understand that 
f ishing is not just about catching f ish. 
More importantly, i t ’s about learning 
while you f ish, having a great t ime, 
and making good memories. What 
a perfect reward for the students he 
takes f ishing.
	 Plenty of people use the outdoors 
as therapy, and Jel l ison does too. 
But when i t  comes to his students, he 
intends a learning experience too. 
	 “ I  hope students wil l  get an 
appreciat ion for the outdoors and have 
fun while doing i t ,”  declared Jel l ison. 
“I  also hope they learn a thing or two 
about f ishing. Whether that’s casting 
the rod, unhooking the f ish, or properly 
releasing the f ish. There’s always 
something to learn while f ishing.”
	 “I t ’s l ike I am taking my classroom 
out on the r iver,” joked Jel l ison. “And 
in addit ion, there’s always the chance 
of catching a f ish of a l i fet ime.” 
	 As i t  turned out, one of Jel l ison’s 
students did just that on a tr ip near 
downtown Chattanooga. He even had 
his gir l fr iend with him and she caught 
her PB blue cat. 
	 “The best catf ish a student caught 
while f ishing with me was a 41-pound 

blue catf ish,” recal led Jel l ison. “We 
were f ishing in downtown Chattanooga.” 
	 “He had his gir l fr iend with him, so 
i t  was kind of an outdoor date,” joked 
Jel l ison. “We were using cut skipjack 
as bait.  We were anchored under a 
bridge and one rod just buried down. 
We had pretty good current that day, 
so, this student was batt l ing the f ish 
and the current. I t  took him close to 
10 minutes to get in. After the f ish was 
in the boat they both held i t  and I took 
a picture. The gir l  ended up gett ing 
catf ish sl ime in her hair.  Everyone was 
laughing and happy.”
	 Jel l ison videoed the whole 
thing and posted i t  on Chatt Cat 
Fishing on YouTube. You can view 
it  here: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=wtWsp7iZUqw&t=2s.

This group of  students tag teamed 
this one. The student holding the 
f ish is on the school  wrest l ing 

team. 

The biggest f ish caught on one of 
Jel l ison’s student t r ips was this 

41-pound blue cat f ish.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wtWsp7iZUqw&t=2s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wtWsp7iZUqw&t=2s
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	 “ I  take some students out towards 
the end of the school year,” remarked 
Jel l ison. I t  is kind of a reward, for doing 
well  in my class. I  real ly don’t have any 
structure to i t .  I  simply pick students 
that perform well  in my classroom and 
show a great att i tude and love for the 
outdoors.”
	 “I  real ly don’t have a set number,” 
offered Jel l ison. “I t ’s usually about 
5 kids. I  select them based on their 
circumstances. Sometimes I ’ l l  take a 
kid who has never been f ishing. Other 
t imes, i t  may be a kid who has a bad 

home l i fe and I try to reach out in a 
posit ive way. Selection real ly depends 
on the situation.” 
	 “ I  get excited when the kids 
anticipate the tr ip,” concluded Jel l ison. 
“The best part is seeing a student’s 
face l ight up when they catch a f ish.” 

FISHING WITH KIDS IN GEORGIA 

- Ron Presley“...a great idea to reward students…”

FISH TO LEARN, FISH FOR LIFE

I t  is  not  the size of  the f ish,  but  the 
smile on the face that mat ters to 

Jel l ison. 
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	 Many people think of catfishing as 
a spring or summer activity. However, in the 
right spot, anglers can find hot action for 
big whiskerfish during the coldest months, 
usually with little or no competition.
	 “When I first started guiding, I thought 
summer was the time to catch catfish, but to 
me, winter is the best time to fish,” proclaimed 
Chuck Jarvis with Fish Unlimited Guide 
Service of Hopewell, VA (804-704-1819). “I’ve 
caught catfish with ice on the water and the 
water temperature close to freezing. People 

who don’t fish for big cats in the winter are 
missing out.”
	 Blue and channel catfish remain more 
active than flatheads during the coldest 
months. On frozen northern lakes, ice 
fishermen sometimes catch big blues and 

by John N. Felsher

An angler shows off a big blue catfish he 
caught while fishing the Tennessee River 

system near Sheffield, Ala.
(Photo by John N. Felsher)

Catching catfish is not just for summer anglers
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channels throughout the winter if they fish 
the right spot.
	 “Channel and blue catfish do remain 
somewhat active during the winter, although 
far less than at warmer water temperatures,” 
explained Daryl Bauer, a fisheries biologist 
with the Nebraska Game & Parks Commission. 
“Blue catfish are the most active species in 
the winter. Channel cats are caught through 
the ice in Nebraska every winter. My largest 
channel cat pulled through the ice weighed 
more than 18 pounds!”

Find Them, Catch Them
	 In the winter, catfish go where they 
can find the best combination of bearable 

temperatures, oxygen levels, food and cover. 
Anglers may need to search considerable 
territory before finding fish, but once they 
find them in the winter, they can usually catch 
several quickly and keep catching them in the 
same spot until spring. In cold water, finding 
fish usually means searching for the deepest 
holes.
	 “Once we find them, we can catch 
them,” remarked Denny Halgren with Rock 
River Guide Service (815-288-6855) of Dixon, 
Ill. “In this area, we have a gigantic hole that 
harbors tens of thousands of channel catfish 
in the winter. The hole drops down to about 
33 feet deep. The fish might remain in the 
deep holes until mid-April when they start 
dispersing.”
	 In deep holes, catfish don’t move much. 
Chilly temperatures make cold-blooded 
creatures lethargic so they won’t chase prey 
or leave their hole. Generally, whiskerfish 
wait in their holes for something tempting to 
pass irresistibly close so they can slurp it up 

Anglers show off a blue catfish they caught 
near the Pickwick Dam that separates Wilson 
Lake and Pickwick Lake on the Tennessee 

River system near Sheffield, Ala.
(Photo by John N. Felsher)

FRIGID FURY
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without burning too much energy. Anglers 
almost need to drag baits across their 
whiskers to get a bite.
	 “In the winter, it’s not the bait that matters, 
but finding the fish,” Halgren quipped. “In that 
cold water, catfish are not active, but they still 
need to feed. When we can put a bait in front 
of a thousand hungry catfish, something will 
bite. It doesn’t even have to be the right bait, 
just in the right place.”

Find the Most Comfortable Waters
	 Catfish don’t always find the most 
comfortable temperatures in deep holes, 
even in February. Shallow water warms – and 
cools – quicker than the depths. Still waters 
warm quicker than moving water. Sun beating 

down on a shallow flat could raise the water 
temperature slightly. Water just two or three 
degrees warmer can make a big difference 
on a cold day.
	 “Everyone usually thinks they can only 
catch blue cats in deeper water, but around 
here, when the water gets below 42 degrees, 
we have to fish shallower,” Jarvis advised. 
“When temperatures get really cold, blue 
cats go up on the shallow sunny flats to warm 
up. I’ve caught them in as little as two feet of 
water in the winter.”
	 In the northern hemisphere, the sun 
reaches its southernmost point in the sky 
around Dec. 21 each year. Therefore, during 
the winter, the most intense solar rays hit 
the northern shorelines, ironically warming 

Sam Williams shows off a channel catfish 
he caught on a Live Target lipless crankbait 
while fishing at Lake Eufaula near Eufaula, 

Ala.  (Photo by John N. Felsher)

FRIGID FURY

“…it ’s not the bait  that matters, 
but f inding the f ish…”
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that part of the lake faster than the southern 
end. In addition, since the sun sets in the 
west, eastern shorelines receive more direct 
afternoon sunshine than shady western 
shorelines. On a cold day, fish later in the 
afternoon during the warmest part of the day. 
	 Winds can also greatly influence water 
temperatures on a daily basis. Biting north 
winds push chilly water toward the southern 
part of a lake. Warmer south winds blow water 
against northern shorelines. Because of the 
sun position and winds, the northeast section 
of a lake typically warms first, followed by the 
northwest, southeast and finally southwest 

portions of a lake.
	 In addition, hard objects absorb solar 
heat and can radiate that warmth into the 
water column. Wood can retain heat, but 
harder rocks, concrete blocks, metal pilings 
and similar structures gather more heat than 
soggy logs or stumps. Thick floating grass 
mats also absorb solar heat. Dark objects 
absorb heat while bright colors reflect it. 
Consequently, a dark bottom might warm a bit 
quicker than a bright sandy one. Suspended 
particles in muddy or stained waters also 
retain more heat than clear waters. Any 
slightly warmer spot might attract baitfish, 
which draws catfish.
	 “First, find the bait,” Jarvis instructed. 
“That’s where the blue cats will go. If bait 
comes up on the flats, it’ll get around rocks 
when it’s cold. Often, we can see baitfish 
sunning themselves on top of the water. We’ll 

Anglers can catch big catfish during the 
winter, as demonstrated by Chuck Jarvis of 

Virginia.
(Photo courtesy of Chuck Jarvis)

FRIGID FURY
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look for structure, like log jams and rock piles 
in shallow flats, but near deeper water. In the 
winter, catfish will move up and down in the 
water column.”

Seeking Flatheads in the Cold
	 Cold temperatures affect flatheads more 
than blues or channels. When temperatures 
dip below about 58 degrees, flatheads 
start looking for deep holes. By the time 
temperatures hit the low 40s, they almost go 
dormant. In some places, flatheads might not 
move or touch a bait for months.
	 “Flatheads sit motionless all winter long 
and do not feed,” Bauer explained. “In those 
wintering holes, there may be dozens, perhaps 
hundreds of flatheads stacked head to tail, 
side by side. Literally, all the big flatheads in 
miles of river or in an entire reservoir may be 
piled into the same wintering hole.”
	 “I’ve spent many cold days looking for 
flatheads,” Halgren echoed. “I’ve tracked 
them and dropped underwater cameras 
down in the water. Once, I found a spot where 
flatheads were stacked up in February. I went 
back there with the camera and baits. I spent 
three weeks trying to get them to bite to no 
avail.”
	 However, in Deep South states, waters 
don’t usually get cold enough or stay cold 
long enough for flatheads to go completely 
dormant. Even if air temperatures drop 
drastically, water temperatures change much 
more slowly. A freezing snap might chill 
everything for a while, but water temperatures 
might only decrease a few degrees. Unless 
water temperatures stay icy for a long time, 
flatheads remain on the prowl for baitfish.
	 “Winter is the best time to catch flatheads 
in Mississippi,” declared Joey Pounders, a 
professional catfish angler from Caledonia, 
Miss. “We fish the same techniques all year 
long. The only difference is where we fish 
and how much clothes we wear. It’s tough to 
go on the water in freezing weather, but the 
winter can produce some of the best catfish 
catches all year. When it’s hungry enough, a 
catfish will bite.”
	 In the winter, die-hard anglers who 
bundle up often catch the biggest catfish 

of the year. They might also fish the best 
spots with little or no competition as fellow 
sportsmen turn to hunting, other winter 
sports or simply huddle around the fireplace 
anxiously awaiting the return of spring.

FRIGID FURY

- John N. Felsher
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	 Mom’s father, Dude, or PawPaw, as I 
always called him, had a way with names. The 
names he came up with were usually based 
upon a trait, fact, or characteristic that was 
typically obvious. I am confident PawPaw was 
never accused of being creative in the naming 
department. 
	 PawPaw had names for just about 
everything. However, I only remember one 
catfish that he deemed worthy of a name.
	 PawPaw had a small catfish pond on 
the back of his farm. After a long day of work 
in the summer, we would often ride out to the 
pond to feed the catfish and, if I was lucky, 

throw his old Zebco rod and reel in hopes of 
catching enough catfish for dinner, or a “mess 
of catfish” as PawPaw would always say.  
	 PawPaw loved his catfish and made 
sure they were well fed. I believe PawPaw’s 

catfish ate better than he and his family had 
eaten during the Great Depression. 
	 When we threw feed in the pond, the 
catfish would always come to the top, and he 
would point out the ones that he recognized. 
We always looked for one specific catfish that 
had a scar down the left side of her head that 
he had named “Scarhead.”
	 I never understood PawPaw’s fascination 
with Scarhead, but I always shared it. I loved 
looking for Scarhead and seeing PawPaw’s 
excitement when she made an appearance. A 
few years before he died, PawPaw purchased 
another small farm that was a half mile or so 
up the gravel road from his old farm house. 

Why We Catfish A Guest Editorial by Corey Jenkins 

Scarhead lived in a small pond on the back 
of PawPaw’s farm where they were fed each 

evening.  
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The farm was perfect for cattle and hay, but 
it was missing a catfish pond. PawPaw didn’t 
need much encouragement before he decided 
to build a pond on the new farm. 
	 PawPaw brought in large equipment to 
build his perfect catfish pond, which he wanted 
to be twelve to fifteen feet deep beside the dam 
with a slow transition to the shallow creek and 
standing timber. After the pond was dug and 
before it had water, I spent many days
in the hot July sun with PawPaw picking up 
every single rock from the bottom of the giant 
hole to make sure that our hooks didn’t get 
hung. 
	 To make the work easier, I would often sit 
down in an area within reach of several rocks 
and throw them out while sitting. One afternoon 
as I sat at the bottom of the pond throwing out 
rocks, PawPaw looked at me and joked, “You 
are the only man I’ve ever known that could 
work on his ass!” We had a good laugh over the 
comment but immediately went back to work. 
	 PawPaw left me with the rocks and went 
to take Red Tractor (as eloquently named by 
PawPaw) to check something at his barn. An 
hour or so later, as dusk was approaching, I 
heard his tractor just over the hill. As I sat at 

the bottom of the large hole that would later 
become a pond, I looked at the top of the pond 
bank as PawPaw drove by. PawPaw and his 
tractor were little more than shadows in front 
of the vivid orange and indigo sky. The view 
took my breath away, and tears unexpectedly 
came to my eyes as I sat there and relished 
the moment. I can still see PawPaw riding Red 
Tractor on the edge of pond bank that afternoon. 
It still takes my breath away and brings tears to 
my eyes.
	 After a summer of rock removal, PawPaw 
decided that his perfect catfish pond was 
ready for water and catfish. The pond was not 
completely filled with water until that fall. After 
it was full, PawPaw stocked the new pond with 
fingerling catfish. PawPaw also wanted to move 
a few of the catfish from his other pond. He 
said he was speeding up the stocking process, 
but it really seemed that he only cared about 
catching and moving one catfish, Scarhead. 
	 We fished several days that fall to stock 
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PawPaw named one of the catfish Scarhead, 
because of a visible scar down the left side 

of her head.
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the new pond. We would put whatever catfish 
we caught in an old black tub in the back of 
his Ford truck and take them to the new pond. 
Each time we released the fish in the new 
pond, he would say that we needed a few 
more. I will never forget the look in PawPaw’s 
eyes and the grin on his face when he finally 
caught Scarhead, lifted her proudly at the edge 
of the pond, and exclaimed, “Look at what I 
caught,” then gently put her into the black tub. 
After transferring her into the new pond, he 
said that we had enough fish and declared that 
the pond was finished. I was eager to fish in the 
new pond the next spring with PawPaw.
	 PawPaw was always an ageless 
superhero, working from daylight to dusk every 
day and never seeming to tire. For the first 
time the next spring, PawPaw seemed old and 
fragile. 
	 PawPaw called me on a Thursday 
afternoon in spring and asked if I could help 
him till his garden the upcoming weekend. I 
always loved spending time with PawPaw and 
eagerly agreed to help.
	 I drove to PawPaw’s house first thing the 
following Saturday morning to spend time with 
him and help him with his garden. After working 
for less than an hour, PawPaw asked if we 
could take a break and talk. PawPaw’s idea of 
a break generally consisted of taking a quick 
drink while walking briskly to do something 
else, and only then after finishing what you 
were working on. I didn’t know what to think 
about him wanting to stop before we finished 

his garden, but I was excited to spend time with 
him, just the two of us. 
	 For the next several hours, he and I sat 
at his oak kitchen table and talked about many 
things we had never discussed: his childhood, 
the war, the untimely death of his infant son, 
and how proud he was of me. When PawPaw 
hugged me that afternoon, he held on longer 
than usual. For the first time, I worried about 
PawPaw.
	 PawPaw was sick throughout most of 
the spring and summer. He would occasionally 
have a day where he felt well, but those days 
were rare and were generally followed by 
several consecutive bad days. 
	 I was sitting in class in October when one 
of my favorite teachers, Ms. Smith, pulled me 
out of class to tell me that Dude was sick and 
had been taken and admitted to the hospital. 
I immediately walked out of school without 
checking out and drove to the hospital.
	 When I arrived at the hospital, I ran to the 
front desk to ask for PawPaw’s room number 
and hurried to the elevator. When I stepped off 
the elevator on PawPaw’s floor and turned the 
corner, I saw PawPaw in a wheelchair being 
pushed by a nurse. I walked over to him and 
asked, “How are you PawPaw?” Prior to that 

WHY WE CATFISH

A small farm pond and a catfish with a scar 
created a bond between the author and his 

grandfather that will last into eternity. 
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day, every time I had asked PawPaw how he 
was doing, he always responded, “I believe I’m 
gonna make it.” This time, as he struggled to 
lean forward to hug me, he said, “I don’t believe 
I’m gonna make it this time.”
	 I felt like someone had hit me in the gut. I 
shook my head and told PawPaw not to be silly 
and that I would see him back in the room after 
the tests were finished. For the first time, I knew 
that my days with PawPaw were numbered. 
I kept a straight face until the elevator doors 
closed behind PawPaw. As soon as he was out 
of sight, I leaned back on the wall beside the 
elevator, slid to the cold floor, and cried as I sat 
in the hallway.
	 I stayed with PawPaw at the hospital 
every day he was there. Over the weekend, 
PawPaw took a turn for the worse and quickly 
declined. The doctors told us there was 
nothing more that could be done and that we 
should say our goodbyes. PawPaw had been 
non-responsive for some time when I finally 
gathered the strength and courage to go and 
tell him “Thank you” and “goodbye.”
	 I was sitting on the right side of his bed 
and holding his hand with my head on the side 
of his bed crying and praying when I felt a slight 
squeeze. Convinced I was imagining things, I 
looked up at PawPaw and saw that his eyes 
were open. He gently squeezed my hand, 
shook his head, whispered “Don’t cry,” pointed 
up to heaven, mouthed “I love you,” and closed 
his eyes.
	 PawPaw passed away the following 
afternoon, on October 23. At the time, I was 
a sixteen-year-old kid who thought I knew 
everything. As I watched PawPaw take his last 
breath, I realized how little I knew, how much 
I had learned from PawPaw, and how much I 
was going to miss him.
	 That night, as I sat in the bed struggling 
with the loss of PawPaw, Casper, my dog and 
childhood companion, sat on the porch outside 
of the window howling and crying. As soon as I 
stepped on the porch to check on him, Casper, 
an eleven-year-old lab with bad hips, walked 
to me as fast as he could to lie beside me. I’m 
not sure which of us held the other, but I cannot 
imagine that night without Casper. 
	 The next morning, I spent time alone with 
pen and paper to write about PawPaw. That 

paper turned into the eulogy that I read at his 
funeral. I haven’t written about PawPaw again 
until now.
	 I awoke with a heavy heart a few days after 
PawPaw’s funeral, on my birthday. PawPaw 
had always made a point to see me on my 
birthday and give me a hug. That morning, all I 
wanted was to see and hug PawPaw. Feeling 
lost and not knowing what else to do, I decided 
to spend the day alone at PawPaw’s farm and 
hopefully feel close to him.
	 While driving toward PawPaw’s farm, lost 
in thought and emotion, I had an overwhelming 
urge to take a detour down the county road 
to the cemetery. As I stood by the freshly dug 
grave praying and talking to PawPaw, I gazed 
at the sun, which had just peaked through the 
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The story of  Scarhead f irst  appeared 
in Jenkin’s book, “Lines, Tines & 

Southern Pines.”
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clouds, and closed my eyes to feel the warmth 
on my face. When I opened my eyes, I was 
mesmerized by a doe standing on the other 
side of the road looking at me. As I stood there 
watching the majestic animal, I was blinded 
by my tears. I looked down to wipe away the 
tears. When I looked up, I saw a white tail 
when the doe ran toward the woods. As the 
doe disappeared in the trees, I felt somewhat 
at peace for the first time in several days.
	 I have visited the graves of PawPaw and 
Granny at the same spot many times since that 
day. I have never seen another deer.
	 As soon as the doe disappeared into the 
woods, I left the cemetery to drive to PawPaw’s 
farm. When I pulled in the gravel drive, I 
decided to go the new pond, our pond. I filled 
a five-gallon bucket with catfish feed and took 
off up the gravel road. I hoped to catch a mess 
of fish for my birthday dinner and maybe see 
Scarhead one last time.
	 I was shocked and disappointed when I 
did not see a single catfish after dumping the 
first cup of feed in the pond. I hoped that the 
fish were just deeper or not hungry yet, and 
made a cast to one of the holes that PawPaw 
and I had dug out the previous year. 
	 The chicken liver at the end of the line 
sat on the bottom all morning without a bite. I 
eventually threw the entire five-gallon bucket of 
feed into the pond, all without seeing Scarhead 
or any other catfish. I had a good laugh thinking 
about what PawPaw would have said to me 
for wasting an entire bucket of feed when the 
catfish weren’t hungry.
	 I was about to pack up and leave when 
I saw the line twitch for the first time that day. 
I grabbed the rod, pulled back gently, and, as 
soon as I felt weight on the line, set the hook 
fiercely. After a few minutes fight, I pulled the 
fish onto the bank. 
	 When I looked down at the fish, I noticed 
a scar along the left side of her head. Emotions 
came pouring over me when I realized I had 
caught Scarhead. I sat there on the edge of the 
dam that I had helped PawPaw clear and cried 
as I held PawPaw’s favorite catfish, the only 
one he had ever named.
	 Through the tears, I couldn’t help but 
smile. For the first time since I met PawPaw 

outside of the elevator at the hospital, I felt 
completely at peace.
	 If I could choose one meal as my favorite 
or my last, it would be fresh catfish from 
PawPaw’s pond served on his old aluminum 
picnic table, and maybe fresh watermelon that 
we “borrowed” from his neighbor and best friend. 
I had set out on my birthday hoping to catch one 
last mess of fish from PawPaw’s pond. As I sat 
there holding Scarhead, I knew that I wouldn’t 
be eating catfish for dinner. Instead, I set up 
Mom’s camera to take a picture of Scarhead 
and me by the pond, thanked Scarhead and 
God for letting me see her one last time, gave 
a nod to the heavens, and released Scarhead. 
I never saw her again.
	 Every year on my birthday, I spend 
time alone in the outdoors and reflect back 
on PawPaw and that day. I still miss PawPaw 
terribly, but I am comforted by the fact that I 
will see and hug him again down the road and 
hopefully reflect on Scarhead, wherever she 
may be.

	 Scarhead first appeared in Corey Jenkins’ 
book, Lines, Tines & Southern Pines.    Lines, 
Tines & Southern Pines is available in hardback, 
paperback, and e-book through numerous 
vendors, including Amazon, Barnes & Noble, 
and Apple.  Visit Corey at www.amazon.com/
author/coreyjenkins, on Facebook, on Twitter 
at @linestinespines, or at www.linestinespines.
com. 
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Why We Catfish Guest Editorial
This column is provided for reader submitted 
editorials on Why We Catfish. If you have 
a short story related to why you catfish, 
you may submit it for consideration and 
publication in a future issue of CatfishNow. 
Send submissions of 500 words or less 
and one or two photos to Ron Presley at 

presleyr@bellsouth.net. 

- Corey Jenkins

mailto:presleyr@bellsouth.net


41 Catfish NOW February 2018

(Fishermen, check with club/association for exact dates, changes, cancellations and rules.)

CATFISH CALENDAR

- Corey Jenkins

FEB 17th CABELA’S KING KAT LAKE TAWAKONI CLUB
FEB 17th CATFISH MAFIA LOWER POTOMAC CLUB
FEB 17th GET-N-HOOKED THUNDERBIRD CLUB
FEB 17th JKV CATFISHING CUMBERLAND RIVER CLUB
FEB 24th CATHUNTERS ASSOCIATION OF THE SOUTH LAKE TALQUIN CLUB
FEB 24th CHATTAHOOCHEE HILLJACKS HATCHECHUBBEE CLUB
FEB 24th  FISHIN BLUES WAURIKA CLUB
FEB 24th HOLD’EM HOOK INGALLS HARBOR CLUB
FEB 24th - 25th CATFISH CONFERENCE ELIZABETHTOWN KY 2 DAY EVENT
MAR 3rd CENTRAL TEXAS CATFISH TRAIL LAKE BELTON CLUB
MAR 3rd GET-N-HOOKED 3 FORKS CLUB
MAR 3rd MISSISSIPPI CATFISH TRAIL TOMBIGBEE RIVER CLUB
MAR 3rd SOUTHEASTERN CATFISH CLUB FISHING CREEK RESERVOIR CLUB
MAR 10th CABELA’S KING KAT SANTEE COOPER CLUB
MAR 10th CATFISH MAFIA LOWER POTOMAC CLUB
MAR 10th JKV CATFISHING LAKE BARCLAY CLUB
MAR 10th WEST TN CATFISH ANGLERS COVINGTON-DUVALL LANDING CLUB
MAR 17th CABELA’S KING KAT TENESSEE RIVER (WHEELER LAKE) CLUB
MAR 17th CATFISH MAFIA GOLDSBORO CLUB/DAY
MAR 17th CATHUNTERS ASSOCIATION OF THE SOUTH TENSAW RIVER CLUB
MAR 17th FISHIN BLUES ELLSWORTH SHOOTOUT
MAR 23rd-25th TUG-N-JUGS KEYSTONE CLUB
MAR 24th CATFISH CHASERS TOURNAMENT SERIES MILFORD LAKE CLUB
MAR 24th CHATTAHOOCHEE HILLJACKS CREEK TOWN CLUB
MAR 24th GET-N-HOOKED KEYSTONE CLUB
MAR 24th HOLD’EM HOOK ELK RIVER CLUB
MAR 24th TRI-COUNTY CATFISH ASSOCIATION KUCHIES CLUB
MAR 25th WHISKEY CITY CATFISH CLUB TANNERS CREEK CLUB
MAR 30th - 31st CABELA’S KING KAT CUMBERLAND RIVER(OLD HICKORY LAKE) SUPER EVENT
MAR 31st SOUTHEWAST OHIO CATFISH CLUB ROCKY FORK LAKE CLUB #1
MAR 31st JKV CATFISHING OHIO RIVER CLUB
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CATFISH CLUBS Corrections or additions contact us at catfishnow.com

CLUB FACEBOOK
ALABAMA CATFISH TRAIL FACEBOOK
BIG CAT QUEST FACEBOOK
BIG SIOUX CAT ANGLERS FACEBOOK
CABELA’SKING KAT TOURNAMENT TRAIL FACEBOOK
CAROLINA ANGLERS TEAM TRAIL C.A.T.T FACEBOOK
CATFISH CHASERS TOURNAMENT SERIES FACEBOOK
CATFISH CONFERENCE FACEBOOK
CATFISH COUNTRY FACEBOOK
CATFISH NATION OUTDOORS FACEBOOK
CATFISH MAFIA FACEBOOK
CATHUNTERS ASSOC. OF THE SOUTH C.A.T.S. FACEBOOK
CENTRAL MISSOURI CATS FACEBOOK
CENTRAL TEXAS CATFISH TRAIL FACEBOOK
CHATTAHOOCHEE HILLJACK CATFISHING FACEBOOK
FISHIN BLUES FACEBOOK
FLATHEAD BLUES ON CHANNEL 2 FACEBOOK
GET-N-HOOKED FACEBOOK
HOLD’EM HOOK CATFISH TRAIL FACEBOOK
ICATS FACEBOOK
INDIANA CATFISH FACEBOOK
J.K.V. CATFISHING TOURNAMENT TRAIL FACEBOOK
KANAWHA RIVER CATFISH CLUB FACEBOOK
MICHIGAN CATFISH ANGLERS TRAIL FACEBOOK
MISSISSIPPI CATFISH TRAIL FACEBOOK
MISSISSIPPI RIVER MONSTERS FACEBOOK
MONSTERS ON THE OHIO FACEBOOK
OHIO VALLEY CATFISHING FACEBOOK
OHIO VALLEY RIVER CATS FACEBOOK
OLD DOMINION CATFISH CLUB FACEBOOK
RED RIVER VALLEY CATFISH LEAGUE FACEBOOK
SCHEELS BOUNDRY BATTLE CATFISH TOURNAMENT FACEBOOK
SOUTHEASTERN CATFISH CLUB FACEBOOK
SOUTHEAST NEBRASKA MO RIVER CATFISH CLUB FACEBOOK
SOUTHWEST OHIO CATFISH CLUB FACEBOOK
TRI STATE KATS FACEBOOK
TRI-COUNTY CATFISH ASSOCIATION FACEBOOK
TUG-N-JUGS FACEBOOK
TWISTED CAT OUTDOORS FACEBOOK
WEST TEXAS CATFISH TRAIL FACEBOOK
WEST TN CATFISH ANGLERS FACEBOOK
WHISKY CITY CATFISH CLUB FACEBOOK
WICKED WHISKER TOURNAMENT TRAIL FACEBOOK

http://catfishnow.com
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https://www.kenfreemanoutdoorpromotions.com/home.html
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https://www.facebook.com/CATT-236924475174/
https://www.facebook.com/Catfish-Chasers-Tournament-Series-new-812684202126860/
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CLUB FACEBOOK
ALABAMA CATFISH TRAIL FACEBOOK
BIG CAT QUEST FACEBOOK
BIG SIOUX CAT ANGLERS FACEBOOK
CABELA’SKING KAT TOURNAMENT TRAIL FACEBOOK
CAROLINA ANGLERS TEAM TRAIL C.A.T.T FACEBOOK
CATFISH CHASERS TOURNAMENT SERIES FACEBOOK
CATFISH CONFERENCE FACEBOOK
CATFISH COUNTRY FACEBOOK
CATFISH NATION OUTDOORS FACEBOOK
CATFISH MAFIA FACEBOOK
CATHUNTERS ASSOC. OF THE SOUTH C.A.T.S. FACEBOOK
CENTRAL MISSOURI CATS FACEBOOK
CENTRAL TEXAS CATFISH TRAIL FACEBOOK
CHATTAHOOCHEE HILLJACK CATFISHING FACEBOOK
FISHIN BLUES FACEBOOK
FLATHEAD BLUES ON CHANNEL 2 FACEBOOK
GET-N-HOOKED FACEBOOK
HOLD’EM HOOK CATFISH TRAIL FACEBOOK
ICATS FACEBOOK
INDIANA CATFISH FACEBOOK
J.K.V. CATFISHING TOURNAMENT TRAIL FACEBOOK
KANAWHA RIVER CATFISH CLUB FACEBOOK
MICHIGAN CATFISH ANGLERS TRAIL FACEBOOK
MISSISSIPPI CATFISH TRAIL FACEBOOK
MISSISSIPPI RIVER MONSTERS FACEBOOK
MONSTERS ON THE OHIO FACEBOOK
OHIO VALLEY CATFISHING FACEBOOK
OHIO VALLEY RIVER CATS FACEBOOK
OLD DOMINION CATFISH CLUB FACEBOOK
RED RIVER VALLEY CATFISH LEAGUE FACEBOOK
SCHEELS BOUNDRY BATTLE CATFISH TOURNAMENT FACEBOOK
SOUTHEASTERN CATFISH CLUB FACEBOOK
SOUTHEAST NEBRASKA MO RIVER CATFISH CLUB FACEBOOK
SOUTHWEST OHIO CATFISH CLUB FACEBOOK
TRI STATE KATS FACEBOOK
TRI-COUNTY CATFISH ASSOCIATION FACEBOOK
TUG-N-JUGS FACEBOOK
TWISTED CAT OUTDOORS FACEBOOK
WEST TEXAS CATFISH TRAIL FACEBOOK
WEST TN CATFISH ANGLERS FACEBOOK
WHISKY CITY CATFISH CLUB FACEBOOK
WICKED WHISKER TOURNAMENT TRAIL FACEBOOK

Tournament Results

SOUTHEASTERN CATFISH CLUB
JANUARY 6th LAKE WYLIE
1. Jeff Manning/Michael Paciocco 98.99
2. Brian Snipes/Mason Brakefield/Brandi Snipes 96.24
3. Steve Whitley/Shane Owenby 84.05
4. Blake Williams/Jamie Williams/Madison reynolds 83.33
5. Gary Morton JR./Caleb Sturgis/Gary Morton SR 77.52
BIG FISH
1. Steve Whitley/Shane Owenby 50.5

CENTRAL TEXAS CATFISH TRAIL
JANUARY 13th LAKE AQUILLA
1. CHASIN TAIL 66.52
2. HOUSTON GUIDE SERVICE 60.7
3. ZWZ 47.83
4. CATMANNDU 40.01
5. PEZSIMISTIC 38.42
BIG FISH
1. CHASIN TAIL 21.5

GET-N-HOOKED
JANUARY 20th SOONER LAKE
1. Whisker Fever 75.36
2. Chris Baldwin 63.82
3. Forshee/Melendy 53.34
4. Catch & Release 50.26
5. Catnado 50.26
BIG FISH
1. Whisker Fever 42.7

CATHUNTERS ASSOC. OF THE SOUTH
JANUARY 27th LAKE SEMINOLE
1. Adam/Dennis 75.3
2. Todd/Tiffany 34.1
3. Mark/Rodger 31.3
4. Tyler/Seth 17.3
5. Guy/Dad 14.7
BIG FISH
1. Adam/Dennis 36.9
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CABELA’S KING KAT
FEBRUARY 3rd TENNESSEE/TOM BIGBY WATERWAY
1. Joey Pounders/Jerry Pounders 69.54
2. Trevor Nederhoff/Josh Brown 31.55
3. Doug Jolly/Jeff Honnell 28.64
4. Jay Gallop/Brad Box 20.69
5. Hugh Thompson/Rose Thompson 19.49
BIG FISH
1. Joey Pounders/Jerry Pounders 36.25

CATFISH MAFIA
FEBRUARY 3rd POTOMAC
1. Glen Orr/Timothy Cresman 98.6
2. Andrew Lentz/Justin Krebs/Greg 61.6
3. Rob Hildbrand/Robert Hildbrand 50.6
4. Shawn Donner/Jody Edwards 43.6
5. Chris Stouflet 17.4
BIG FISH
1. Glen Orr/Timothy Cresman 55.8

SOUTHEASTERN CATFISH CLUB
FEBRUARY 3rd LAKE WATEREE
1. Steve Whitley/Shane Owenby 86.49
2. Blake Williams/Jamie Williams/Madison Reynolds 85.9
3. Richard Warskow/Chris Lunsford 79.91
4. Shane Queen/Quentin Queen/Toby Griffin/Ric 
Helms 79.48

5. Mark Follet/Lindsay Binham/Rob McHenry 77.69
BIG FISH
1. Mark Follet/Lindsay Bigham/Rob McHenry 41.02

Tournament ResultsTournament Results
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Stay warm until we see 
you next month.


